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Nud)o agall - Wal lker Correchonol Tnshifyhon
L1193 Eost Street South

Buffield, CT. 06080

D_Ofﬂ\' Committee DN Ju&fda‘fy
';\-Qa\"é‘\d{ﬂ\/ﬁ OF Fice BLA\HTU%, Roorq 2500
Hoetford, CT. 06106

RE: TESTIMONY FOR T™E JulY 30, 2026 CORRECTION ADVISORY
CDMW\ITE‘i % OFFTCE OF THE CORRECTION DBUDSMAN PUBLIC
HEARNG ON HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELLNESS TN CT PRISIONS

To the Members of the Jpint Committee on Jud\mqry Yhe
Correction Advisory Committee and Gorreckion Dmbud s Dé\/qu%}m
Ward:

ﬁN\y nome 18 Frank Ishod Kelly (Tnmate #404548). T am an
incorcerated Native Americon man  currently housed of
;MmcDou%c\ \-walker Correctional Tnshtubion wn Suffield,
Oonnwﬂuﬁ T write to you directly from ingide these \A/U\\

¥0 present formal Yestamony for the semi-amnudl public
\wwmn% hosted loy the Correchion Advisory Covmitiee (C.A.C)
and the Office of the Correction Ombuds wuan (0co) on
ET\\UNde, Ju\y 30, 2026. In Jomuary 2026, the DFfice of the

Gorredion Oenbud s vnan pu\s\\';x‘\ned a lacdmark S“(—pqxac
i

l
I
l
|




iPogc 2of 8

frePOﬁ Coﬂc\uclmci that the Connechicut Department of
Gorrection (cTDoc) s cperating in o stafe of “sustained
ho experiences this
%Po\i\ure every Single c\ay, 1 con confirm thot Obudsman Ward’
;P\‘m\‘mcas are not on overstatement — H\cy are our daiiy
reality. Below T preseal a rigorous, hagh-level analysis of
?Ar\we gystemic crises inside CTDDG facilities, wfocusing
specificolly on the denial of Nafive American onshitulinnal
Pl Q\oh%ait\ﬂ broad institubional Pailures & in healthcore,
sanitabion, nutrition, and education. T conclude with o
Fm\si\a\c, S\“d&m*w){ blueprint for the CAC and DO 1o
g}gm%\&@ immediate strudtural reform.

inshtubional failure” As someone W

LNATIVE AMERICAN RELIGIOUS AND QULTURAL RIGHTS:
QISTEMIC DENTAL AND CONTINUOUS YIDLATIONS

While the CTROC purports Yo uphold religious freedom,

%No\‘ﬁ\fc Amer icon T‘noarco,mhcl i’nd‘\\/io\udls ?Um se\rese SkMd'um/
Qi&t\'immd‘\ﬁon ang oNgoiNg Violations of Religious Land Use
and Tastitufionglized Persons Act (RLUTPA), 42 U, 8. C. §2000,
Eﬂﬂd /\dm\nisﬁaﬁ\lﬁ 'Rcwwdy Directives,

1. Denial of Sacred Ceremonial Ttems and SML«dgmgr

Native spiritual prackice relies on sacred me&(c(n@&ﬂﬂgg
Sweebqrass, cedar, and flat cedar — for smudgmﬂ,
purification, and prayer. CTDOC rouﬁne\y classifiesd these
natural botanicals as “controband” Or restricts access
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under the quise of air-quality or Sccu\ri‘vy coneerns.
S\Wmd%'\ﬁ% 0 ‘\\oxi 0 \uxwy,‘ b H\chui\/u\cmjr of Catholic
Communion or Lelomic Jum'ah prayers. Restriching dccese
of forcing spiritual items to be kept i wncontnined, dawmp
S¥0ch aread violates RLUIPA's strich Suuh“ny standard,
a3 less restrickive means of security exsist,

%2./\@%33 to Sweal Lodge and Communal Pipe Ceremonied:
EDeSpi’fc CXS\&)F\'YW% policy  provisions, Qicceds o the Sweat
Lodge and Sacred Pipe ceremonies 18 Virtually mon-existent
due Yo administrative negledt and recurring Facility
i\od(&own& When lodddowns accur due Yo squfwc(mj S\\Dﬁdaes,
;rc\\‘%mus ServiceS Are ornong fhe first progfams cancelled,
!%e\/erdy d\'S‘rupHn% Fhe spiritual wellness necessary for
E\*e/\m’l\\oi\(j(@(HOH.

@Qu\*urd\ Tdentity and Hair Profocols:

;,Fgr Native men, hair is o sacved extension of the 5piri’+ Cind
cultural identity, C1DOC staff frequently subjedt Notive
individuals To arbibrary Search profocols, forced  haircuts
during  chassification shifts, or disrespectful handling of
sacred medicine bags during Gl searches.

T COMPREHENSIVE ASIESSMENT OF CTDOC INSTITYTIONAL
FATLURES

1 Health and Hysgiene Conditions: Environmental Hozaed

The 0CQ's 2026 veport verified what incarcerated individuals
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of Macdougall-Walker have reported for years: widespread
@\D\O\ka mold in housing units, ‘ﬂed\J\/ dust and mold
buildup o venjri\q?ion systems, sewage badkups, ©ng
ﬁpesjr infestations. Xh\oa\m% toxie mold Spore§ Jr\nmugh
§O\OSSH'UQ*CC§ HVAC units causes chronic ‘respi\robry
Wnees, sinus infections, and compromised immunity .
ERe\yin% DN Cdrccm\’\'fb\ workers With hou&e,\wo\c\ bleach o
clean Yoxic black mold 13 g biohazard violation, pk”b’?esﬁ{’ohdk
ire,mtd(q\w'on |3 \ega\\y mqlu'\‘re.é.

2. Physical and Mental Health Services: Systemic Deluys
ond Medical Errors

iMé’é(‘ca\ care within CTDo¢ i Seve/rdy Compmmi‘Scd by
long delays and o lack of cenfrulized trodeing, Tncarcerdtad
ndividudl s experienceny severe «Symp\Lomsﬁmdu%h%
;o\f\eﬁ pain or pa\pdble modfes— rie m\,ﬁ’me\y dismissed
;WIH’\ over-the-counter pain relicvecs like ibupmftm '
ifl“ﬂlr\r\er than befi'h% referred Yo specidlists. Furthermore,
recont Findings by the State Inspector Generdl documented
“ signifreant medical ercors” i preseripton dishibuton
leading fo preventable deaths. For Native Awecicans, menfal
health services Completely lack C/u\JfLN\JIHy Fespondive Cave
or troumd -informed  frameworks that oddress histor re gl
and 'mj(ustnu\jﬁonul Troumg.

3 Food Services and Nubrifional Yhhgri{ty‘-

Meals served across CTDOC facilities oire Q\(\mm‘oo\\\\/ low
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in_ nutritional value, high in refined cacbohydrates and
Sodium, and ?re%uenﬂy Served under umqnil.owy
%OOYNO\RHOHS. RepoHS Co\mpileci by the Dbudsman h\”ah/fa“ecf
§V§Si\o\y undean kilro\ncn e%uipmtenjr, spoi\ecl mi\k,

Emo\éy fo0d and rodent &mppimad M ftood prep dreds,

A diet devoid of fresh vegetables dnd lean peotein
exacerbates chronic health conditions like diabetes,

hyperfension, and high cholesterol — digpropor‘rfonq‘re(/

jii mpqdﬁﬂ% Notive American Ond mmorijr\// populations.
%L\)Eﬁucaﬁ'gn/ Pmo\)mwm\\ﬂ%, ard  Lodkdown Velocity

Eduwabion and vocahional 'Tmm{nﬂ are the primary fools for
%\@wuina recidivism, However, rouline Shffmg s%r—hges
ffrig%@ ?re%umjf Fo\\hﬂ% lodkdowns. Durihg lackdowns, educationad
clasges, librry weeess, ond rehabilitive progroimming Ore
Suspended. Treoﬁih% educational and re\iqious programs 8
;Dph'ono\\ amenities rafher than Shimlrory r\g\nh undermines
;H\e Foundahond| purpose of the corredtional 8y8+cm.

IIT. THE SOWUTION BLGEPRINT ® FEASIBLE, HT GH-LEVEL
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE CAC AND 0O

éﬂwe Correction Aé\lisory Committee and the Office of the
@Corre()rion Dmbudsman Podses § S\‘%mﬂwrﬁ SjmjrmLor\/
power under Public Adk 22-18 and Public Adt 25-161 +o
?N\/'\w CTDOC opem‘n“ohd, recommend h{hﬂ{ha .poery
lc\(\o\n%‘e& and advocate le,a{sldﬁve,\/. To wowve beyond
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ite;?usxra(‘ne& institufional failure”, the CAC and 00O must implemeat
;ch ?o\\owma adiongble \g\ueprmjr:

L Establish a Dedicated Nakive American Gultural and
%Re\\%mu& Liaidon -

Ackion: The OCO should wecommend thal CTDOC create an
independent, external Nohve Awerican Religious Seyvitey
gGoom\ inator.

;Exem’ﬁon‘- Authorize Q\cwe.o\;%ed Native gpmlrud\ gd\/isors
from ocal Federally oind sfule- recognized tribes (such
f@\s %Q Mol&\mnlruc]cejr \De%uﬁ’ o\no\ Mo\\e%dﬁ NQ'\’)ODS} lro @nlrer
facilibes weekdy with cerhified  Sacred wmedicines Csage,
ib\AeQ/\%N\%S, Ceo\dd w ithout Qo\m'im'\ﬁmﬁ\/c \\‘D*C\V{@\(CV\CG.

1. Mandate Tndependent  Eavironmental Health Audits  ang
Mold  Bem ediglion:

Adkion: Tssue o formal direchive Te%uiri“n% the Connecheudt
Department of Public Health (DPH) or on '\"ﬂdﬁpexmdem[

OSHA- certified contrader o inspect ol vealilation
Systems, S‘Mweks, and  Witchens off MQQD@U%(LH ~Wallcer

angd Suvrow\d{nc1 fdci\{'ﬁe&

EXEL‘UHOD > Boin J\r‘ne prachice of USW\% UY\ecLUu\)pecJ ncarcerted
workers Yo Serub BWlack mold. Allocate emerency cqphLD(\
Punds For industrial HVAC cleaning and duchork replacmnt.
1. Implement Cenfralized Eleckronic Medication Tm\duhg and
éln&ep@ﬂé N D\J‘Q/r&?%\wlf ‘-

;Adioh: Req},\(re CTDAC Health Services Yo imp\%menjr O)
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centralized, Yransparen) digital brodking watric for
specialist referrals, dealal queues, and chonic care
appointinents,

iE)keLu‘riont Es’mb\-is\w @) mundd%vy H~do\y *r?o\ge ru\e \A)\nem
EO\“\/ unresolyed P\(\\,SQCQ\ Cfomp\O\m* (e.g., ohest pain, ']umps,
unexplained weight \o38) Hi%%e_.r& o putomatic external
diagneshic veviey, e\immq\ﬁﬂ% the reliance on basic
jﬂ\”\a\%esm for severe Sy«mp*‘@m&\

%X.Re\fﬂmp Nubrifional Standard § dnd Food Safety Audits:
Ackion: Mandate unannounced quarterly inspections of all
T‘?dg\\ﬁy itdhens \oy local health Q\cpo\rsrrnemL Inspectors.
%E)Lecu\ﬂ(mi Re%\x\re CTDOC Food Services Yo coordinate
Ed'\vec}\y ‘w\lr\ﬁ medical \ﬂ\e*{HOF\S JTD O\J‘Qr\ﬂO\u\ H)@ \mOSXr{’X
Yeny, restoring nutrient - dense wedls e\'\m’mqﬁma mo\&y/
spoiled shipment s meu%h vendor qcco\/\nhbi\\lvy clauses,
ond pm\l'\é'\'\n% Fraditional nahve c\ie‘ro\ry op\w’on& Where
ic\pp\;ca\a\e,

1. Establish a \odk-Down Miﬁ%o\\ioh PQ\&Q\/ to Protect Fssentiod
Righis

Ackion: Formulate o Siate-wide operdhiondl rule \Pﬂdﬂo\d\lﬂ"ﬂ\a
Fhal S‘MHM% g\woﬁa%eg cannot vesuld in the Yotal
Ewhu)\qjmﬁ of basic human necessities.

Execution : Even D\UY\\(\O\S staff-related col- confinement,
facilities must guarantee minimum daily  shower access,
ﬂmediw\ ‘m‘c\gc patsse s, @ ouldoor recreghion, and Celigious
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mwe Semi-annua)l heqrin% on July 30, 2026 presents o crific)
opporfunity o taove from dscumentation Yo decisive
feq(&\qﬁve and ad minisho bve ockion. The detailed
dccounts of inshiutional foilure out) mec\ \o Dbuésmmn
Ward — oind Rt d teechly Yoy Yhose of s \vm% RYS
Mac-Daugall - Walleer — demand immediate erruolrum\
m*ewmhom

5R€Sped\\n% the constitutional cihts of Nahive American ncarcerdted
indinduale ove restoriag basic stondads of health, sambation,
ond Nutttion wre fundawmenta)  obligations wnder stute ang
é¥e$cu\ law . urge the Joint Commitiee on Sué\uo\ry ‘he
Qormd\on Advisary Committee, and Ombudsman War o
déop‘r the olchionable tecommendations tn this \etler Yo
ETQS\ (e o\‘xﬁew, Wwell ness, Q\”\d \DO\A\L \Y\u‘mom d\%m)r\/ Jr@
;()onnedw“c,u%‘& cotrechiond| facilibie s,

fP)espeLHu\ \\/ Subrait ed,

Fronk Tghod Kelly 4404548
lMo\LDou%o\\\‘\/Jd\ke( Corcechiondl Tnshtution

|



	20260730112400333.pdf
	20260730112418857
	20260730112400333
	20260730112418857
	20260730112400333
	20260730112418857
	20260730112400333
	20260730112418857.pdf

